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7th January 2025
Dear Parent/Carers

I would normally start the Spring Term by wishing you and your child/ren a Happy New Year and talk about the year ahead. Sadly, I have to start the year with the sad news of the late passing of Tony Wells, a hugely respected member of Staff. This news was shared with students this morning. 

Tony was part of the school's Inclusion Team as a Student Behaviour Support. Tony joined our school, the same time as myself, in September 2022. During this time Tony worked with numerous students supporting their needs in school. He was a positive role model to students and was an influential part of our school who was well-liked by students and staff. Before joining us at HVH Tony worked in similar roles at other schools, including The Hart School and Hagley Park School. Before education, Tony started his working career as a proud Miner, working at local Collieries. He is survived by his wife Sonia and son Eddie.

Tony had been ill over the last year and passed away from Prostate Cancer just before Christmas. Tony's funeral will take place on Wednesday 8th January at 10:30 at Cannock Chase Crematorium (WS12 3HJ). As a mark of respect to Tony, I have decided to close the school to enable Staff and others the opportunity to attend. The school will reopen on Thursday 9th January. After speaking to Tony’s wife, Sonia has informed me that the funeral is open to all, with formal attire requested. For those who cannot attend, the service is also available online at the following website address; Https://watch.obitus.com. The username is yapo7083 and password 576465.

This has, of course, come as a huge shock to students. We have dedicated this morning to informing and supporting students through the process. This will continue over the coming weeks. I must state, although not surprised, that students demonstrated exceptional understanding, empathy and respect. I would ask that you to speak with your child/ren this evening and inform the school if you have any questions or concerns.  I'm sure you will join us in with your thoughts and condolences to his wife Sonia and the rest of the family. I thank you in advance for your understanding and support at this time. 

Kind regards,
[image: ]

Mr Stokes
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